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plicitly that the development was due to internal causes only,
because the historical conditions necessary for Christian contact
in the south were wanting. Fawcett,50 however, in his Notes on
.Some of the People of Malabar suggested that Islam was prob-
.ably the needed factor. He wrote, ** something may be said of
the legendary story surrounding the great ^ankaracharya, the
apostle of the Nambutris. He was born at Kaladi near the
Eluvayi river when the country was in peril. Her king had been
converted to Islam, and that religion was gaining ground.
Brahmanism must be revived, so Siva was re-incarnated in the
child of a widow.'* The circumstance of his practical excommu-
nication with all his family by the Brahmans, and his seeking a
Nayar's aid in performing the rites of the dead on the demise of
his mother, point to the same conclusion. And Barth51 in the
Religions of India argued in a similar strain. He says, ** The
Arabs of the Khalafat had arrived on these shores in the char-
acter of travellers and had established commercial relations
and intercourse with these parts long before the Afghans, Turks,
or Mongols, their co-religionists, came as conquerors. Now, it is
precisely in these parts that from the ninth to the twelfth century,
those great religious movements took their rise which are con-
nected with the names of Sankara, Ramanuja, Anandatirtha and
Basava, out.of which the majority of the historical sects came
and to which Hindustan presents nothing analogous till a much
later period.*'
It is necessary to repeat that most of the elements in the
southern schools of devotion and philosophy, taken singly, were
derived from ancient systems ; but the elements in their totality
and in their peculiar emphasis betray a singular approximation
to Muslim faith and therefore make the argument for Islamic
influence probable. It is true that among the schools discussed
so far the evidence is all circumstantial and the argument for
/borrowing cannot be substantiated by direct proof,; philological
50 Fawcett: Anthropology, Bulletin, Vol. Ill, No. 1. Edited by Tnurson.
51  Barth: Religions of India.
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